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The Finder, and your Desktop 
Note the following features: 

The Desktop forms 
part of the Finder.  

And the arrow 
pointing to (2) tells 

us the active 
application is the 

Finder.  

1. The Apple Menu
The ever-present is where you would go to make system wide changes.  The most 
important features here are Shut Down, and System Preferences, which allows you to 
change various settings, such as the date and time, or printers.  Do have a good look
around in here whenever you have a minute. 

2. The Application Menu
It currently says Finder, which tells us Finder is the active application. Keep an eye on this, 
because the Menu Bar (3) changes depending on what the current active application is.  
The Application menu allows you to change application-wide settings, by the application's 
Preferences window, and Quit the application. 

4. The Dock 
The Dock allows for quick access to applications and folders. You can modify this to your 
own liking. Nothing actually ‘lives’ in the Dock, they are all just shortcuts: if you remove an 
item it is not deleted, you can always add it back later.  The Dock also tells us which 
applications are open: look underneath the Finder’s icon, for example, and you'll see a 
small blue / white dot. 

5. The Finder's icon in the Dock 
You can get quick access to the Finder by clicking its icon in the Dock.  Like all 
applications. 

6. The Trash can 
Put unwanted files here. Also, you can drag external hard drives to eject them before 
disconnecting (without fear of erasing their contents). Empty the Trash from the Finder 
Application menu. 
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iCloud
 

Apple’s iCloud is the cloud service that gets your Apple devices ‘talking’ to each other. 

It’s a bit different from Dropbox in that, in addition to storing files and folders, it stores data 

for specific applications, such as Calendar, Contacts, Notes, and more.
 

It keeps this data in sync, and up to date across your other Apple devices.  If you own 2 or 
more Apple devices, you’ll most likely benefit from using iCloud.  Being designed for Apple 
product, it’s easy to set up.  You log in to iCloud using your Apple ID. 

Your Apple ID. 

An Apple ID is an all-in-one account that you create with Apple using your existing email 
address.  Once you’ve created your Apple ID, specified a password, and entered your 
payment details, you’ll be able to make iTunes, App Store, and even Apple Store purchases. 

You’ll find that your Apple ID is the gateway to all Apple’s services, including iCloud.  So be 
sure to memorise your Apple ID email address, and password. 
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